	Unit Author

	First and Last Name: 
	Wade Iseminger

	School District:
	Ocosta School District

	School Name:
	Ocosta Elementary School

	School City, State:
	Westport, Washington


	Unit Overview

	Unit Plan Title:
	6th grade Country Report & Festival

	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Essential Question
	What can we learn about the history, geography, products and resources, and people of a country?

	
	Unit Questions
	1)  Find general information that include:

On what continent is it located?

What countries or bodies of water border it?

What state is it approximately the same size of?

What is its population as of the latest census?

What is the highest point?

2) Find information on geographical features and climate including:

What are the major rivers and/or mountain ranges found within its borders?

Is the land suitable for agriculture?

What tourist attractions and recreational activities are based on geographical features?

3) Two historical events need to be discussed or a brief summary of the history. 

4) Find information about the people and culture that include:

Religions

Describe clothing

Unemployment rate

Average annual income

Educational System

Housing

Roles of women

What they eat

National past-time or sport

5) Address products and resources.

What are the natural resources of the country?

What products are produced?

6) Make or draw a flag.

7) Make or draw a map showing:

Bordering countries and/or bodies of water.

Capital

Major cities

Mountain ranges

Major river(s)

8) Create travel poster or brochure; on it include:

Map

Flag

At least five pictures, no more than 12

Label pictures

Cite sources

9) Prepare food that is common in the diet of the population.

Find recipe(s)

Have parent help prepare food

Bring recipe(s) in so that class may make a cook book.

10) Oral presentation for classmates

Go over highlights of paper

At least five minutes, no longer than 10

Answer questions of peers and teacher

	

	The country report and presentation is the final project sixth grade students have to do.  It is a representation of the skills learned in their Social Studies, writing, research, and word processing studies.  The project will take a great deal of time; in class, at home, and in the libraries.  The students are required to submit a typed paper that needs to be proofread and edited.  The students are also required to make or draw a flag and map, make a travel poster or brochure, spend time in the public library, prepare food, and make an oral presentation with support materials.




	Targeted State Frameworks/Content Standards/Benchmarks:

	Social Studies
1.3.2 Examine the development of different cultures in Washington State, U.S., and world history
Geography
1.1.2b Use data and a variety of symbols and colors to create thematic maps, mental maps, and graphs depicting geographic information (Location, Place, Region)
2.1.2 Use observation, maps, and other tools to identify, compare, and contrast the physical characteristics of places and regions

Communications

2 - The student communicates ideas clearly and effectively.
        1) communicate clearly to a range of audiences for different purposes
1) communicate with an expanding range of audiences such as community members and voice - mail
2) determine needs of an audience and make limited adjustments in content and technique
3) communicate for a range of purposes for example, to inform, explain, persuade, or entertain
4) communicate using different forms of oral presentation such as reports or drama
1) choose content appropriate to own purposes and interests and needs of an audience
2) select and document relevant material from a variety of sources
3) organize information with a clear sequencing of ideas and transitions
4) develop a rational argument
        3) use effective delivery
1) speak at a volume and pace appropriate to the situation
2) project voice well
3) appeal to the interests of the audience
4) use good posture and eye contact
5) use facial expression and body language to heighten and emphasize message
1) speak using standard grammar
2) use complex sentences
3) use a range of vocabulary related to a particular topic
4) use language well - suited to the chosen audience
        5) effectively use action, sound, and/or images to support presentations

4 - The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of formal and informal communication.
        1) assess strengths and need for improvement
1) establish and apply criteria for evaluating one's own and others' presentations
2) know the qualities that make a presentation effective
3) evaluate excellent presentations to improve own work
        2) seek and offer feedback

Writing

1 - The student writes clearly and effectively.
        2) use style appropriate to the audience and purpose
1) choose voices appropriate to different genres and audiences
2) choose language that is precise, engaging, and well - suited to the topic and audience
3) use accurate and precise language relevant to content area
4) experiment with figurative language and sound patterns
5) use words appropriate to the chosen purpose
6) vary sentence length and structure
        3) apply writing conventions
1) use compound and complex sentences
2) employ conventional grammar such as subject/verb agreement and verb tense agreement except for effect
3) apply capitalization and punctuation rules correctly
4) spell correctly except for effect in final draft
5) use paragraphing, stanza division and other textual markers such as table of contents, title and subtitle, and bullets
6) write legibly
     2 - The student writes in a variety of forms for different audiences and purposes.
1) write for distant audiences such as pen pals and community members
2) determine and write for the needs of different audiences
        2) write for different purposes
1) write for a range of purposes including: to express him/herself to inform others to create to explain ideas or procedures to persuade others to entertain to debate to question
        3) write in a variety of forms
1) write in a variety of forms and genres (narratives, journals, poems, essays, stories, research reports, etc.)
2) vary form, detail, and structure of writing in accordance with intended audience and purpose
1) identify particular forms one might be required to use when writing in career settings, for example, software programs or research reports
2) produce technical and non - technical documents using resources from career settings such as evacuation manuals, consumer spending graphs, and demographic tables
3) identify different forms used to cite sources when writing reports or technical documents, for example, references, footnotes, and endnotes
     3 - The student understands and uses the steps of the writing process.
        1) pre-write
1) use a variety of prewriting strategies (story mapping, listing, webbing, jotting, outlining, freewriting, brainstorming, etc.)
2) use available tools and technology such as a simple word processor consistently through the writing process
3) gather information from a variety of sources such as interviews, multimedia, and periodicals
        2) draft
1) elaborate on an initial idea
2) coordinate ideas and perspectives and take variables into account
3) construct a clear narrative or argument
        3) revise
1) confer with others to improve text; evaluate suggestions from others
2) add and delete information and graphics as needed to enhance text and style
        4) edit
1) use applicable reference tools
2) correct some errors independently
3) adjust word choice and sentence structure
4) correct mechanics and grammar
        5) publish
1) select from a variety of publishing options such as school newspaper, bulletin boards, or multimedia formats
2) produce a legible, neat final product
3) use different technologies to produce a finished product
     4 - The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of written work.
        1) assess own strengths and needs for improvement
1) establish and apply own criteria to improve writing
2) analyze the works of effective writers to improve writing
3) articulate the qualities that make a piece of writing effective
        2) seek and offer feedback

Reading

     1 - The student understands and uses different skills and strategies to read.
        1) use word recognition and word meaning skills to read and comprehend text
1) use language structure to understand reading materials including sentence structure, prefixes, suffixes, contractions, and simple abbreviations
2) integrate appropriate reading strategies to adapt reading to different types of text
3) use a variety of reading strategies to comprehend words and ideas including self - correcting, re - reading, reading - on, and slowing down
4) understand and apply reading strategies including word origins, word roots, prefixes, suffixes; making predictions; and verifying and revising understanding while reading
5) analyze text for a specific purpose
6) interpret general and specialized vocabulary critical to the meaning of the text
        2) build vocabulary through reading
1) construct general and specialized vocabularies through reading and specific fields of academic study such as science, social studies, mathematics, and the arts
1) read both orally and silently with ease
2) adjust reading pace to accommodate the form, style, and difficulty of material and purpose of reading; sample text rather than focusing on every detail
1) identify literary devices (figurative language, exaggeration, irony, humor, dialogue)
2) understand sentence structure, paragraphs, and chapters
3) analyze literary elements (plot, characters, setting, theme, point of view, conflict, resolution)
        5) use features of non-fiction text and computer software
1) locate specific information to pursue an interest or complete a project; analyze the validity of electronic information
2) use organizational features of printed text (titles, headings, table of contents, indexes, glossaries, prefaces, appendices, captions, etc.)
3) use organization features of electronic information (microfiche headings and numberings, cd - rom, internet, etc.)
     2 - The student understands the meaning of what is read.
        1) comprehend important ideas and details
1) demonstrate comprehension of complex texts including fiction, non - fiction, information, and task - oriented texts
2) readily identify and comprehend the main idea and supporting facts and details; summarize ideas in own words
3) link characters, events, and information to prior knowledge, previous experience, and current issues to increase understanding
4) make, confirm, or revise predictions and inferences based on the reading text
        2) expand comprehension by analyzing, interpreting, and synthesizing information and ideas
1) compare, contrast, and make connections within and among several texts
2) use logical sequence to accurately retell stories; order and/or sequence parts of text
1) evaluate the validity of what is read
2) recognize that authors make language choices to influence an audience
3) evaluate an author's effectiveness for a chosen audience
4) recognize the author's point of view, tone, and use of persuasive devices
5) apply information gained from reading to give a response and express insight
6) make generalizations beyond the text to other texts, ideas, or situations
7) evaluate reasoning and ideas related to a text
     3 - The student reads different materials for a variety of purposes.
        1) read to learn new information
1) observe and use signs, labels, and instructions
2) evaluate the appropriateness of a variety of resource materials for a specific task
3) understand and use materials to investigate a topic (reference materials, encyclopedia, manuals, public documents, newspaper and magazine articles, trade publications, etc.)
4) read and comprehend a full range of texts fluently (instructions, news articles, poetry, novels, short stories, professional - level materials that match career or academic interests, electronic information, etc.)
        2) read to perform a task
1) read and understand information to perform a specific task (schedules, maps, recipes, instructions, newspaper want ads, consumer reports, travel books, first aid manuals, catalogs, yellow pages, etc.)
1) identify particular documents one might be required to read for occupational/career areas of interest
2) locate and interpret technical and non - technical documents from different career settings such as blueprints, graphs, tables, and policies


	Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes:

	Learn about the people and culture of a country.

Write and publish research report and use technology to aid in this process.

Create a multi-media presentation and be able to answer general questions by the public.

Research material to be used in report and recipe.

The student uses the steps of the writing process.

	Procedures:

	October - The students will be shown the teacher’s PowerPoint presentation.  Students will choose their country.  Plagiarism and references used will be introduced and discussed.

November – The students will turn in flag.  The students will conduct internet search and bookmark sites on classroom computers.

December – The students will research, edit, and write the General Information portion of the paper.

January – The students will research, edit, and write the Geographical Features portion of the paper.

February – The students will turn in map.  

March – The students will turn in recipe(s) and class will make and publish recipe book.  The students will also research, edit, and write the Products and Resources portion of the paper.

April – Public library visit verification will be turned in.  The students will also research, edit, and write the History portion of the paper.    

May – The students will turn in Travel Poster/Brochure.  The students will research, edit, and write the People and Culture portion of the paper.  The students will turn in the final paper, including title page and works cited.  Oral presentations in class will start.

June – Oral presentations will conclude.  Country Festival will be held on a week day evening and the public and newspaper will be invited.

	Approximate Time Needed: 

	8 months

	Prerequisite Skills:

	Library research

Word processing

Peer editing

Summarizing

Non-fiction writing

Internet search

	Materials and Resources Required For Unit


Technology – Hardware:  computer, internet connection, printer, & projection system.

Technology – Software: desktop publishing, e-mail software, encyclopedia on cd-rom,

Internet web browser, multimedia, & word processing.

	Printed Materials:
	Encyclopedias, Social Studies text, maps, atlases, travel brochures, and non-fiction books found in library.

	Supplies:
	Alpha Smart, computer 3.5” floppy disc, and paper. 

	Internet Resources:
	Search Engine

http://profusion.com/
Flags

http://www.theodora.com/flags/
http://www.fotw.ca/flags/cbk.html
Country Reports

http://www.countryreports.org/
Pictures

http://pics4learning.com/?view=sub&cat=Countries
http://www.picturesofplaces.com/
http://www.worldpictures.co.uk/
http://www.yahooligans.com/Around_the_World/Countries/Country_Pictures/
Maps

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/index.html
http://www.embassyworld.com/maps/maps.html
General Information

http://www.yahooligans.com/Around_the_World/Countries/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/
Recipes

http://www.geocities.com/NapaValley/Vineyard/3600/recipes.html
http://www.umt.edu/fsss/recipes.htm
http://www.wwrecipes.com/sample.htm
http://www.recipesource.com/
http://www.al-bab.com/arab/food.htm
Works Cited

http://www.intac.com/~aroldi/bibliography6.html

	Others:
	Pictures and samples of prior work.

	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Resource Student:
	Allow students to work with aide/Special Education teacher, outside classroom, to help with research and writing.   Allow them to use report template.  

	
	Non-Native English Speaker:
	Peer mentor and aide support.

	
	Gifted Student:
	Have them create a PowerPoint presentation for their oral presentation. 

Allow them to organize and publish the classroom recipe book.

Have them create a passport for public to use the night of the festival. 



	Student Assessment:
	Teacher created rubrics, self assessment, and peer assessment.

	Key Word Search:
	Products and resources, history, flag, map, recipe, country reports, pictures.


