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On the first day of our weeklong workshop, our first guest speaker was a noted high school football coach.  As a middle-school English teacher, I remember wondering prior to hearing Mr. Mark Speckman’s lecture, how I was going to gain any valuable information from this gentleman that would pertain to my own academic career.  Not only was my judgment premature, it was also unfounded, for I did, in fact, gain a great deal of insight into the motivation of students.


On of the more interesting factors Mr. Speckman commented on was the need for us as educators to engage our students in conversations outside of the classroom.  A cafeteria, a library, or a game, for example, are opportunities for us to use non-threatening situations to build trust and respect.  We have the chance to experience a civil, friendly, mature atmosphere that grants both the student and the teacher an opportunity to view one another from a different perspective.  I definitely will use these secure situations to explore this connection to my students.


Our next two speakers, Mrs.                                                and 

Mrs.                                               , were two local kindergarten teachers.

(2 more examples should follow for an “A” in the class)                    

