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Write On 

(Assessment Tools for Grade 2) 
Objective:
To provide an efficient progress monitoring tool for assessing second grade writing.


In an effort to improve student writing and monitor their ongoing progress, we have developed a writing curriculum-based measure (CBM).  This tool will be used periodically for assessment purposes and to help drive instruction.  It will also convey writing expectations to students as they are evaluated by the teacher, themselves, and peers.

At the beginning of the school year, we will administer a writing prompt to use as a base-line assessment in conjunction with these ongoing CBMs.  These will be used as indicators of student progress throughout the year.  In June, the students will be provided with the same prompt used for the baseline at the beginning of the year to show evidence of yearly growth.


This CBM consists of a timed writing with the following steps:
1. Students are given a paper with a partial-sentence writing prompt (see attachment “A”).
2. They are given one minute “think time” to formulate ideas based on the topic.  No writing is allowed during this time.

3. The teacher signals students to begin writing on this topic.

4. Students continue writing for three minutes.

5. At the end of the time limit, the teacher prompts the students to edit their writing for two minutes.  During this time students are encouraged to edit their entire work for conventions and organization.

6. At the end of the editing period, the students must stop writing and papers are collected.

We have developed two graduated rubrics to assess these writing pieces.  The second rubric can be used later in the school year when expectations have increased.  In order to make these rubrics student-friendly, they are presented using the formulated cheeseburger grading scale.  (See Attachments B and C).  This rubric was designed to align with state GLEs and district report cards.
Writing CBM

Name:  ______________________________    Date: ___________


One day a cat climbed a tree and ________________________

_____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attachment A
Writing Assessment Scoring Rubric #1


	Grade
	4

Deluxe Cheeseburger
	3

Cheeseburger
	2

Hamburger
	1

Bun Only

	Ideas


	I wrote 4 or more sentences about the topic
	I wrote 3 sentences about the topic
	I wrote 2 sentences about my topic
	I wrote 0-1 sentences about my topic

	Capitals

(sentence beginnings)
	I had 0-1 mistakes.
	I had 2 mistakes.
	I had 3 mistakes.
	I had 4 or more mistakes.

	Punctuation

(ending marks)
	I had 0-1 mistakes.
	I had 2 mistakes.
	I had 3 mistakes.
	I had 4 or more mistakes.

	Fluency and organization (my words are in order and make sense)
	I had 0-1 mistakes.
	I had 2 mistakes.
	I had 3 mistakes.
	I had 4 or more mistakes.

	   Spelling


	I had 0-1 misspelled words.
	I had 2-3 misspelled words.
	I had 4-5 misspelled words.
	I had 6 or more misspelled words.


Name: _______________________________

This story is being graded on:  Ideas, Capitals, Punctuation, Fluency/Organization, and Spelling.

The areas that have been highlighted show the grades for this piece of writing.
Attachment B

Writing Assessment Scoring Rubric #2


	Grade
	4

Deluxe Cheeseburger
	3

Cheeseburger
	2

Hamburger
	1

Bun Only

	Ideas


	I wrote 8 or more sentences about the topic
	I wrote 6-7 sentences about the topic
	I wrote 4-5 sentences about my topic
	I wrote 3 or less sentences about my topic

	Capitals

(sentence beginnings)
	I had 0 mistakes.
	I had 1 mistake.
	I had 2 mistakes.
	I had 3 or more mistakes.

	Punctuation

(ending marks)
	I had 0 mistakes.
	I had 1 mistake.
	I had 2 mistakes.
	I had 3 or more mistakes.

	Fluency and organization (my words are in order and make sense)
	I had 0 mistakes.
	I had 1 mistake.
	I had 2 mistakes.
	I had 3 or more mistakes.

	   Spelling


	I had 0 misspelled words.
	I had 1 misspelled word.
	I had 2 misspelled words.
	I had 3 or more misspelled words.


Name: _______________________________

This story is being graded on:  Ideas, Capitals, Punctuation, Fluency/Organization, and Spelling.

The areas that have been highlighted show the grades for this piece of writing.

Attachment C

Suggested Writing Prompts

Baseline Prompt:
One day a cat climbed a tree and…

I looked through the window and saw…

Some questions I would like to ask my teacher are… 

The happiest day of my life was…

I was chewing a piece of bubble gum when…

If I was a grown up…

Walking slowly down the stairs, I felt so scared because… (October)

I couldn’t fall asleep in my tent.  I heard this noise outside and… 

Every day after school my friends and I would go to the playground and…

The hardest thing I ever had to do was…

If I was an animal, I would be a…

If I could be any character on TV, I would be…

My two-year-old brother found a magic marker and…

When I slept in the haunted house on a dare, I…

I would like to be invisible because…

If I saw some kids mistreating a dog, I would…

One day my mom surprised me and brought home a…

I show my parents I love them by…

One day our teacher was sick.  We had another teacher and…

The funniest thing I ever saw was…

Yesterday a monkey climbed through the window at school and…

One day we went to school and the teacher had turned into…

The best present I ever received was…

Some fun things to do on a snowy day are…

I knew my snowman was alive when…

If I had a lot of money I would…

The class bully was picking on my best friend and I…

I was in the middle of the lake when…

If I could change something about my school I would…

Some important things for my parents to teach me are…

The bus driver had a full bus and…

Perhaps animals aren’t supposed to talk, but…

If I ever become a father or a mother, I…

I once had a magic pencil and…

The kind of teacher I like best is one who…

The noise was getting louder and louder when…

I opened the front door very carefully and…

When I let go of the kite string…

As I got up from my chair I turned around and noticed all the smoke in the 

      room…

I was locked in the library and…

My class left me at the zoo and…

My mother was upset when…

The most trouble I ever got into was…

Under my pillow I found a note that said…

